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a mile away lived two more sisters and their husband. The hus-
bands rarely appeared because of their practice of mother-in-law
avoidance, but the sisters and their many children were constant
visitors.
The family make their living from raising corn, beans, and sheep.
The ewes and lambs are kept by the two sisters a mile away, while
Bianca's parents are responsible for the rams. They herd rams and
goats belonging to other relatives and friends as well as their own.
Until eight or nine years ago this family had no regular abode and
moved frequently from place to place as other pieces of land seemed
more desirable. Finally a government agent suggested that they file
a claim to some land and showed them the piece they now use. It
has proved a good choice; even in dry years the father is able to
raise a small crop, and in good years he grows more than the family
can eat. He harvested over twenty-five hundred-pound sacks of
beans the year of the testing program.
They are in modest circumstances and tend to spend their money
on useful things rather than on adornments. They own a good
wagon and an iron cookstove that is used for heating as well as
cooking. They frequently bake their Indian bread as biscuits in the
oven instead of cooking it in big flat tortillas on top of the stove.
They have little good jewelry, but the girls who went to school
learned to do beading and have presented the family with several
elaborately beaded belts, sleeve garters, and hat bands.
Bianca is a hard-working, pleasant girl who is rather shy with
strangers, but after this has worn off she is friendly and even viva-
cious. She seems to enjoy working and rarely stops long from morn-
ing to night. While her mother 5 directs activities in general, Bianca
does not wait to be told what to do but goes ahead on her own
initiative. In this she is different from her younger sister who never
works if she can avoid it, and when she works does it sloppily.
Bianca often rebukes her for this. Her mother considers Bianca
the brightest and the second most industrious of her daughters.
Bianca helps her father or her mother or herds the sheep or cares
for the niece and nephew, whatever needs to be done. She works
either with others or alone. She does not seem to resent adult direc-
tions and is respectful to her parents. She appears to be fond of
them, but not especially close to them or to most of the others in the
8 For life story of Bianca's mother, see The Navaho Door, pp. 109-119.